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COUPLE DONATES $500,000 TO UM
MISSOULA The University of Montana’s fundraising campaign, “Invest in Discovery,” received a boost
recently with a $500,000 donation from a Missoula couple. Warren and Betsy Ross Wilcox of
Missoula, UM alumni, directed the gift to projects related to their own educations.
Warren Wilcox received a bachelor’s degree from UM’s School of Business Administration
in 1965 and Betsy Ross Wilcox earned a master’s degree in education in 1966. A $250,000 gift
from the couple will help with construction costs of the Gilkey Center for Executive Education in
the School of Business Administration; another $250,000 will go to the Phyllis J. Washington
Education Center for the School of Education.
Both are priorities of the University’s comprehensive campaign. The University’s goal is to
raise $5.1 million for the Gilkey Center and $6 million for the Washington Education Center.
The Wilcoxes said they were especially motivated to assist UM’s School of Education
because they consider education fundamental to personal and economic growth and opportunity.
“Educating students is the core of what the University is all about,” Warren Wilcox said, “and
quality facilities are crucial to that effort.”
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Betsy Wilcox serves on the advisory board for the education center project. “Having a firstclass facility in which future educators prepare for their careers shows education students that they
are doing important work,” she said.
Plans for the facility call for a 15,000- to 20,000-square-foot addition to the existing
Education Building. It will house the preschool and early childhood education programs, high-tech
classrooms equipped to accommodate new technologies, observation stations and teacher-preparation
facilities, and studios for distance education.
For their gift, the Learning Lounge, a space for professional meetings and recognition
events, will carry the Wilcoxes’ name.
Education Dean Roberta “Bobbie” Evans said the Learning Lounge is a critical component
of the new building. “Thanks to the great vision and generosity of Warren and Betsy Wilcox,
thousands of Montana educators will have an opportunity to come together for planning and learning
in our second-floor Learning Lounge,” Evans said.
Planned as an addition to the Gallagher Building, the Gilkey Center will include a large
executive auditorium for public education presentations, tiered classrooms, networking spaces and
conference rooms for visiting executive-student interaction.
Larry Gianchetta, dean of the School of Business Administration, called the gift a big boost
to the project. “The economic growth of the state and the region is dependent upon developing
small-to-medium businesses, as opposed to attracting large corporations to Montana,” he said. “The
center will facilitate our school’s efforts in this regard.”
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